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Report Highlights: 

On April 29, 2010, the Federal Commission for Regulatory Improvement (COFEMER) requested 

reviews on a proposal to extend Emergency NOM EM-158-SEMARNAT-2009 for another six 

months.  The Secretariat of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT) requested the extension 

from COFEMER, but there is no deadline for comments.  NOM-158 regulates the imports of natural 

Christmas trees from the United States, and forces importers to eradicate even more pests than the 

previous Christmas tree NOM-013.  The six month extension would cover the 2010 U.S. export season.  

The full dossier of the proposal (where all comments, modifications and the final approval will be 

posted) can be found at: 

http://www.apps.cofemer.gob.mx/cofemerapps/scd_expediente_3.asp?id=04/0728/280410. 
 

http://www.apps.cofemer.gob.mx/cofemerapps/scd_expediente_3.asp?id=04/0728/280410


  

   

Executive Summary:  

 

NOM-013-SEMARNAT-2004 set the phytosanitary regulation for natural Christmas tree imports from 

the species of the genus Pinus and Abies as well as the species Pseodotsuga menziesii.  According to 

SEMARNAT, these species carry pests that would cause severe damage to Mexico's industry as well as 

create serious ecological and economic problems if not regulated.  SEMARNAT conducted a pest risk 

analysis of Christmas tree pests for several months in 2009, and completed its study on November 5, 

2009.  In response, Emergency NOM-158 was published in the Diario Oficial on November 6, 2010, 

effective the following day.  NOM-158 is an amendment to NOM-013 and adds several extra pests to 

the quarantine list.  SEMARNAT did not provide a comment period during that time.   
  

You can also check the NOM, the extension proposal and supporting information (the pest risk 

assessment, the final report on the 2008-09 inspections and other related documents) at: 

http://www.cofemermir.gob.mx/inc_lectura_regioncontentall_text.asp?submitid=19984  
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